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Areas of Practice 
- Appraisal Review Services 
- Property Inspections 

Education/Qualifications 
- New York State Certified 

General Real Estate 
Appraiser 46-21769 

- SUNY Institute of Technology 
at Utica/Rome, B.A. in 
Business 
Administration/Finance, May 
1994 

- Mohawk Valley Community 
College, A.S. in Business, May 
1991 

- SRA – Senior Residential 
Appraiser, Appraisal Institute – 
1992 

- New York State Licensed Real 
Estate Broker 

 

Professional Courses 
- Appraisal Principles - Course 

110 
- Appraisal Procedures - Course 

120 
- Basic Income Capitalization - 

Course 310 
- Standards of Professional 

Practice, Part A, B, & C 
- Introduction to Income Property 

Valuation – NYS Course G-1 
- Principals of Income Property 

Appraising – NYS Course G-2 
- Applied Income Property 

Valuation – NYS Course G-3 
- Small Hotel/Motel Valuation 
- Affordable Housing Valuation 
- Alternative Residential 

Reporting Forms 
- Special Purpose Properties – 

The Challenges of Real Estate 
Appraising in Limited Markets 

- Valuation of Detrimental 
Conditions 

- Appraising Nursing Facilities 
- Highest and Best Use  

Experience 
 
2008 – Present   Appraisal Review Consultant, T. Gschwender & Associates, Inc. 
Sandra J. Smith has over 20 years of experience as a real estate appraiser, both residential 
and commercial. As owner of SJS APPRAISALS she brings a long and extensive history of 
experiences in both commercial and residential real estate transactional activities including 
real estate appraisal and value assessments, environmental due diligence and related fields. 
This unique mix of experiences and skills makes her a diverse, flexible, and qualified 
commercial and residential real estate appraiser. 

 
1995 – 2006 AVP/Senior Real Estate Appraiser, Partners Trust Bank, Utica, NY 
• Research commercial real estate market data for completion of Internal Evaluations, 

Complete and Limited Summary Appraisal Reports for commercial real estate loans. 
• Responsible for developing the process and procedures for monitoring the annual 

inspections on commercial real estate contained in the Bank’s Portfolio. 
• Develop and manage implementation of quality control process for work product 

received from independent fee appraisers. 
• Responsible for the review of Environmental Reports received from outside vendors and 

complete reports to advise management as to issues and concerns. 
• Created appraisal procedures and processes for compliance with bank policy and 

regulatory agencies. 
• Advise Senior Management on issues relating to Bank owned real estate. 
• Provide a timely and professional response to customer inquiries on appraisal related 

issues. 
 

1991 – 1995 Residential Appraiser, Partners Trust Bank, Utica, NY 
• Researched residential real estate data for completion of mortgage and home equity 

appraisal reports. 
• Completed inspections of residential properties for release of escrow funds and 

valuation associated issues. 
• Assisted with the analysis and review of residential reports completed by outside fee 

appraisers. 
• Designed in house training program on reviewing residential appraisal reports for bank 

underwriters and mortgage loan consultants. 
 

1988– 1995 Independent Residential Fee Appraiser, Galliher Appraisal Service, Utica, NY 
• Completed residential and commercial appraisal reports for financial institutions, 

attorneys, accountants and individuals. 
• Retail Business owner, specializing in retail of Outdoor Recreational Products, and 

brokerage of various outdoor products and services. 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL COURSES: 
• REGRESSION ANALYSIS- CONCEPTS AND APPLICATIONS 
• GIS - GLOBAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
• THE APPRAISER’S ROLE IN VALUATION LITIGATION 
• PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES OF ENVIRONMENTAL RISK SCREENING AND 

REPORTING 
• CASE STUDIES IN VALUATION OF UPSTATE NEW YORK 
• APPRAISAL SCOPE OF WORK: BURDEN OR BLESSING 
• APPRAISING ENVIRONMENTALLY CONTAMINATED PROPERTIES 
• PROFESSIONAL'S GUIDE TO THE UNIFORM RESIDENTIAL APPRAISAL REPORT 
• FUNDAMENTALS OF INVESTMENTS 
• BUSINESS PRACTICES AND ETHICS 
• EFFECTIVE APPRAISAL WRITING 
• LAND VALUATION ASSIGNMENTS 
• APPRAISAL OF LOCAL RETAIL PROPERTIES 
• EVALUATING COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION 
• UNIFORM APPRAISAL STANDARDS FOR FEDERAL LAND ACQUISITION 
• FEASIBILITY ANALYSIS, MARKET VALUE AND INVESTMENT TIMING 
• CASE STUDIES IN COMMERCIAL HIGHEST AND BEST USE 
• FORECASTING REVENUE 
• 7-HOUR NATIONAL USPAP UPDATE 
• APPRAISING AGRICULTURAL LAND IN TRANSITION 
• VALUATION OF RELIGIOUS FACILITIES 2009 UPDATE 
• DISTRESSED AND TROUBLED REAL ESTATE MARKETS 
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